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Natural Resources and Climate Change:

Communicating to Resource Managers 

through Cooperative Extension

"It is change, continuing change, inevitable change, that 
is the dominant factor in society today. No sensible decision 
can be made any longer without taking into account not only 
the world as it is, but the world as it will be.ñ

ïIsaac Asimov

Christopher Jones
Gila County Cooperative Extension

Michael Crimmins
Dept. of Soil, Water & Environmental Sciences

George Zaimes
School of Natural Resources
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Mojave Desert ïYuma     (60 m.)

Flagstaff (2100 m.)

Prescott  (1700 m.)

Sedona   (1400 m.)

Globe     (1150 m.)

Tucson   (775 m.)

Phoenix  (350 m.)  

Boy Scout Rule of Thumb: 320 meter change in elevation = 
two degree Celsius change in temperature 

A Jokeé
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Flagstaff (2100 m.)
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Sedona (1400 m.)

Globe (1150 m.)

Tucson (775 m.)
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Yuma ïbecomes a lot 
more like Hell!

Ğ

Boy Scout Rule of Thumb: 320 meter change in elevation = 
two degree Celsius change in temperature 
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In the beginningé

¹ In the spring of 2003, a 
collaboration was initiated 
between UA Cooperative 
Extension and new university 
dept., Institute for the Study of 
Planet Earth/Climate 
Assessment of the Southwest. 

¹ At this time, I initiated a 
working group called the 
Climate and Vegetation Think 
Tank to explore extension 
programming possibilities.
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Creation of a Working Group

ñClimate and Natural Resourcesò 

Working Group

Purpose: Develop and provide relevant information, 
tools and models to assist natural resource 
managers to address climate change impacts.
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Who do you believe? 
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Who do you believe? 

Climate Change is Good.

ïOla Eriksson 
FEMC2007
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Education and Management

What does every land 
manager and extension 

educator need to know about 
climate variability/change 

and its impacts on 
Southwestern ecosystems?

Todayôs climate impacts have 
the potential to push fragile 
ecosystems out of equilibrium. 


