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Outline

ÅNational & regional wood 

supply modelling in NZ

ÅWhat are the challenges?

ÅHow are challenges being 

dealt with?

ÅReview
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Purpose of national & regional 

wood supply modelling in NZ

ÅTo show the potential wood availability from 
plantations under different scenarios

ÅNOT to predict what will actually happen

ïThis depends on decisions of thousands of forest 
owners & market factors

ïSome area may never be harvested

ÅRather to indicate a range of what could 
happen
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Uses of wood supply 

forecasts

ÅCompanies assessing feasibility of 
new wood processing plants

ÅPlanning infrastructure 
development
ïPorts

ïRailways & Roads

ïEnergy

ïHarvesting capacity

ïLabour
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Uses of wood supply forecasts

ÅGovernment 

ïfor policy development 

ïlooking at the likely contribution and impact 

of forestry on the national economy
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What are the challenges?
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Challenge 1 ðNo direct 

decision -maker

ÅForecasts done by MAF & NZ FOA

ÅNZ Government 
ïis not a major forest owner

ïdoes not regulate the wood supply

ÅHave many interested parties but being done 
for planning & policy purposes

ÅIssues
ïPriority

ïQuality of data provided
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History of wood supply 

modelling in New Zealand

1969 National Forestry Planning Model

1972 National Forestry Planning Model

1977 National Forestry Planning Model

1981 NZ Forestry Conference

1986 National Forestry Planning Model

1992 NZ Forest Industries Council

1992 NEFD Wood Supply Forecasts

1996 NEFD Wood Supply Forecasts

2000 NEFD Wood Supply Forecasts
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Why the interest in wood 

supply modelling?
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Initial forecasts were easy

Å1969 & 1972 National Forestry Planning 

Models

ÅGovernment & few companies owned 

over 90% of the plantation estate

ÅNational forecast = sum of forecasts of 

each owner
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New planting


